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Syllabus

Overview

Our syllabus has been framed to impart Tamil language skills in the areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing to the
children of Tamil immigrants in the Greater Atlanta region. This would provide the learners a good opportunity to get a glimpse
of the culture and history of Tamilnadu.

Montessori method is adopted for beginner classes to make children grasp the basic skills. For higher classes, emphasis is placed
on cognitive learning through a variety of presentations like prose, poetry, drama, and grammar.

Singapore curriculum is followed for grades 1 to 10 and our custom made material for beginner level. In addition, select lessons,
stories, and exercises from Tamil Virtual University, Tamilnadu Government Textbooks, and other resources on the web as
appropriate, are also taught. In tune with modern times, computer based teaching is also done.

An academic year consists of nearly 32 classes, divided into two semesters. Classes are held on weekends and each session runs about 75
minutes.



2 Course Outline

2.1 Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

Course Outline - Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

S.No.

Topic

Beginner

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

All letters - Vowels, consonants,
and vada mozhi letters
(erpsgimer - 2.ullf, g lisb,
adellar / Quader / @Qenufler
aflong, eu_Qwmfl erpsgiEar)

Reading simple words and
sentences using the letters learned
at every stage (geuGaeum(m
Bleoowlaid shp awssiésmert
vweru@®Sg eraflu QFmhHEemerwyb,
aurddlunisamerwd aurndlgsen)

Vocabulary improvement through
PowerPoint presentations
(pafl&amLeaer epeld
Qaméveuerid GLI(HEESH)

<\

Numbers (er et &eir)

Colors (flpriser)

Good habits (Béd eupsaEmiser)

Body parts (2Lé 2 mli|dser)

X N ||~

Family / Relationships (@@®obubd /
2 D6y &aiT)

S ENENENAN

AN NN N N

AN NN N N

Names of vegetables, fruits, and
flowers (smisglaer, LipRISaT,
Usasafler QUwjsar)

<\

<

<




Course Outline - Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

S.No.

Topic

Beginner

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

10.

Names of animals, birds and
insects (aflwmi@adr, Lpameusear,
Usdasafler QUwjser)

v

v

v

v

v

v

11.

Commonly used words related to
nature, house and school
(Bupens, af@p, werafl
FOUBSLOMET, D{GTDITL

2 LCuragdler 2 arer QEmHaer)

12.

Action and command words (G&wed
| sLLemerd QFmDHEET)

13.

Question words (CaeraildQamh&ar)

14.

Opposites (erdlf&Qampaer)

15.

Gender (g arune / GQuerrmed)

16.

Short / Long sounds (@glev /
Opig-6b)

AN NN RN

AN N NN

AN N NN

ANEE AN N N

AN N N N

17.

Singular / Plural (gmenw /
LIGITGnLD)

<

<

<

\

<

18.

Sentence formation (eur&dlwib
2 (HEUTEGSN)

<

<

19.

Tenses (&meri&eEr)

<

\

20.

Directions (glengaser)

21.

Sounds of animals and birds
(elorigaser, upameusafleanr gailsar)

AN NN BN

22.

Case suffixes (Ceupmieno 2 (HL&6T)

23.

Days of week (&lpensar)

24,

Names of Tamil months (zwlp
LOM SRS ET)

25.

Tastes (&Heneusdr)

AN N ANE YR

N RN ANANERN




Course Outline - Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

S.No.

Topic

Beginner

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

26.

Use of ‘down’, ‘up’, in’, ‘out’, ‘in
front of, and ‘behind’ (‘€Cy’,
‘Cuwla’, ‘2 darGer’, ‘QeuaflCGu’,
‘perarmdd’, ‘Uleermed’)

v

v

v

v

27.

Words that almost sound the same
/ Minimal pair (@&l Geaugium:H&
Qzmpaer - 7/p, e/ewr, e/er/Lp)

28.

Noun, Pronoun and Verb
(QuwiFéQemed, &L HLIQUWIT,
aflenendQamed)

29.

Adjectives / Adverbs (QuuwrenL
Qumyl / aflemerwen GomSl)

30.

Negative commands (erglfemps
&L L_GO6T&ET)

31.

Use of ‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘but’, therefore’
and ‘because’ (‘g b’, ‘Qeérenay’,
‘e’ ‘opearme’, ‘garsrpre’)

(\

<\

(\

32.

Conjunction (‘e_1b’)

33.

Comparison (‘afl..’)

34.

Ideophone (@rLenL&dlerail)

35.

Punctuation (flmssh@plser)

36.

Verbal nouns (Qsmflh@uwiFser)

N ANANANAN

N RNENANEN

N ANANANAN

37.

Young ones of animals and birds
(elorigaser, Lpemeusarfle
@Qeremwoll QuUwifaser)

<

\

38.

Synonym (g Qummer / Le
Q&mp&ar)

\

39.

Homonym (g@m Q&méd / ue




Course Outline - Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

S.No.

Topic

Beginner

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Qum(mer)

40.

Adjectival and verbal participles
(QuwW@résd / allemerQuésib)

v

v

v

41.

Separating or joining words
(Qerpaenerts Lliflze /
Qe sse)

42.

Duplicated Words (2i(h&@&S$0smL1)

43.

Similar to the use of a & an in
English (@ / @f wwerur®)

44,

Subject, Predicate and Obiject
(erpaumil, vweflenew, GFwiL@
Quim(meir)

45.

Incomplete action verbs
(er&sallener)

46.

Joining sentences (eum&dlw
QL))

47.

Crossword puzzles (@n&0awsgL
vwilpfser)

48.

Rhymes (wpeneLlium_e&ar)

49.

Bharathiyar Songs (umyglwmy
LML 6V &elT)

50.

Athichudi (3,585

51.

Thirukkural (gl(m&@mer)

52.

Kondrai Vendhan (Q&merenm
Geupgeir)

53.

Ulaga Needhi (2_ev& 58

54.

Vetriverkkai (Qeup@flGeupens)

55.

Nalvazhi (meveulfl)




Course Outline - Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

S.No. Topic Beginner | Gradel | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade5 | Grade6
56.| Proverbs (up@wmiflEer) v v v
57.| Simple cor.lvetsations (ererflw v % % % % % v
2 @M GV &ET)

58. Speec.h tOE)ICS (Cuaeugpamen v v v v v v v
SMELIL|SET)

59.| Story telling (zeng Famise) v v

60.| Story reading (seng eundlsse) v v v v v v

61. Reafjlng Cf)mprehen3|on (eumdliy& v v v v
sH550156)

62.| Essay writing (sL(Qeny erpaIse) v v v v v

63.| Letter writing (&14.31b er(aIS®) v 4 v

64.| Reading / Speech competition.s v v v v v v %
(ourdliy / Guéast Gumig&er)

65.| Posters (&miqwmkiser) v v v v v v v

66.| Cultural programs (=emev v v v v v
Blapédlser)




2.2 Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

Course Outline - Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

S.No. Topic Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10
1. | Similar to the use of a & an in v
English (@@ / @f vwerur@®)
2. | Words that almost sound the same
/ Minimal pair (@efl Caugum-Hé& 4 v
Qzmpaer - 7/p, e/ewr, e/em/Lp)
3. | Punctuation (Blmigsm@mlser) v
4. | Homonym (gp G&méd / ue v v
Qum(meir)
5. | Incomplete action verbs
v
(erésailenar)
6. | Tenses (smemi&ar) v 4 4
7. | Subject, Predicate, Object
(erpaumis, Lweflene, GQFwriL@ v 4
Quim(meir)
8. | Adjective / Adverbs (GQuuwrenL v
Qg / aflmerwen, Gomysl)
9. | Case suffixes (Ceupmiento v v
2 _(ThL|&eiT)
10.| Joining sentences (eumr&dw
QevamriiLy)
11.| Ideophone (@ e &dlerallser) v v v
12.| Crossword puzzles (@n&0swsgI v
vl i)




Course Outline - Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

S.No. Topic Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10
13.| One letter words (@@rwss / @
v

Qom))
14.| Analogy (2-cuenQzmL[j&er) v v v 4
15.| Different classes of nouns v

(Simeuemal Quwfser)
16.| 1% person, 2" person and 3™ v v

person (epafl_1t Quwijser)

17.| Pronouns (uglefi(h Quuwifser) v

18.| Active voice / Passive voice

(Qewiallenesr / Qewiium (@ aflener) d Y
19.| Sandhi Rules (aueQ@Qerphmy Sl / v v v v
Bler QL miser)
20.| Conjunctions (Qeewriié QemphaEer) 4
21.| Explicit / Implicit finite verbs
(@sflfleoe aflmerwhn / GoLiY v
aflenaieppm)
22.| Idioms (yys0GgmLj&Her) v v v v
23.| Rhyming compounds
(Qenenr QuomSlsar) d d Y
24.| Negative incomplete verbs
(erglfwemplt QUOWATFSFD / v

erdlfoeamp allenerQuidaFib)

25.| Writing sentences differently without
changing the meaning (&@msg v v v
MO eumdELItiSer)

26.| Combination of words or
Morphophonology (Q&mhLjewrié &)

10




Course Outline - Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

S.No.

Topic Grade 7 Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

27.

Numbers/ Measurements

v
(eramr@liQuUWIT / ereeult@UwI)

28.

Appellative noun
(aflenarwmeementud GLIWF)

29.

Words denoting the direct action of
the doer / others (geraflener /
Ulpailener)

30.

Expansion and truncation of case
suffixes (Caupmieno ailfl / QsTeans)

31.

Sentence writing (eur&&lwid
S|MDSSHD)

32.

Complete verbs (ame Blevpey)

33.

Expanding sentences (eur&&hwu

ailfley)

34.

Changing sentences (eurédlw
LTHOHLD)

<\

35.

Nalvazhi (péeuyfl)

36.

Thirukkural ($(mé&@mer) v v

37.

Nanmanikkadigai (preroenflé&sy )

38.

Aranerichcharam (2p@Bgl&Fmrib)

39.

Bharathidasan’s poems
(unyglsneer saieng)

40.

Proverbs (upGmflser)

41.

Reading comprehension (eurdliiyé
5(H55015)

42.

Essay writing (sL(@er er(pgise)

N RS AN ERNE ENENAN

43.

S AN EENEEN
N ENEENEEN

Letter writing (&s14.51b erpgISe)

AN N N N

11




Course Outline - Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

S.No. Topic Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10
44.| Writing Reviews (wdlliLenr v v
T (PSIHD)
45.| Story writing (seng eT(PSHIS®) 4
46.| Reading / Speech competitions v v
(eumdliy / Guéasl GumLiig&dr)
47.| Posters (&mLiqwmhiser) v v v
48.| Cultural programs (sene v v v v
Blapé&flsar)

12




3 Learning Outcome

3.1 Primary (Beginner Level to Grade 6)

Learning Outcome - At the end of Grade 1

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

The students will understand
pronunciation of letters,
simple and compound words,
commands, rhymes and
stories.

The students will understand
simple questions and
commands and provide
answers, look at pictures and
objects and talk about them,
speak on the given topics, tell
stories, sing rhymes and recite
simple poems like Athichoodi.

The students will recognize
letters and read simple words
and sentences.

The students will write letters
correctly and clearly, write
words of pictures, and write
simple sentences with
assistance.

13




Learning Outcome - At the end of Grade 3

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

The students will understand
sound differences, additional
words, sentences,
conversations,
announcements, songs and
stories.

The students will speak

fluently describing the pictures

and scenes, narrate about
places seen and incidents,
speak on the given topics, tell
stories, act like characters, and
recite poems like Thirukkural,
Kondrai Vendhan and Ulaga
Needhi.

The students will obtain
enriched vocabulary by
reading simple passages,
conversations, essays,
announcements, songs, and
stories.

The students will provide
answers in full sentences, and
write small essays using
pictures and hints.

Learning Outcome - At the end of Grade 6

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Weriting

The students will distinguish
between spoken and written
Tamil and understand
discussions, stories,
announcements, news,
proverbs, and verses.

The students will speak with
correct pronunciation,
confidence and clarity, speak
on a variety of topics,
participate in discussions, tell
stories, act like characters, and
recite poems like Thirukkural,
Kondrai Vendhan, Vetri VeRkai
and Nalvazhi, and Bharathiyar
songs.

The students will read fluently
with correct pronunciation
and modulation and
understand a variety of
passages, essays, letters,
information, stories and songs,
with minimal help.

The students will write essays
and letters with increased
vocabulary and understanding
of sentence construction.

14




3.2 Secondary (Grades 7 to 10)

Learning Outcome - At the end of Grade 10

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

The students will build up an
extensive vocabulary that
enables them to understand
any subject. Will follow
commands correctly.

The students will either listen
to or read different types of
material and explain with
clarity their understanding of
the subject matter both in
colloquial and formal Tamil.
Will develop the ability to
choose the right words for the
right occasion. Will take into
consideration the age and
experience of the listener and
speak accordingly. Will speak
logically quoting the right
examples and evidence to
corroborate their viewpoint.
Will be able to review literary
works.

The students will be able to
read any material - be it
colloquial or written Tamil -
quickly, accurately and with
expression. Their previous
understanding of the subject

matter would come into assist.

Will be able to understand the
central view point of the
material that they are reading
and will be able to identify the
logic behind the argument.
Will read further regarding the
subject on different media and
collect information. Will
understand the connection
between information and the
logic presented. Will look at
the subject matter from
various angles and draw a
conclusion of their own.

The students will express in
written Tamil - their
understanding of the subject
matter - imbibed either
through listening or reading.
Will use the appropriate
words, phrases, idioms,
analogies, proverbs etc to
corroborate their viewpoint.
Will collect material from
different media and use them
to purport their ideas. The
written material will be such
that the reader will be able to
understand easily. It would be
cogent and organized within
paragraphs.

15




4 Resources
Beginner Level:
e Proprietary Workbooks and PowerPoint slides from Lakshmi Tamil Learning Center
Grades 1 - 10:
Singapore Books (For respective Grades):

e Tamil Oosai Paada Nool
e Tamil Oosai Payirchi Nool
e Mozhi Valam

e Karuththarithal

e Katturaip Payirchi

e Story Books

o Assessment Papers

Others:

e Select passages/stories from Tamilnadu Books, Tamil Virtual University, and other resources from web
e Kathai Aruvi Series from Chattanath Foundation, Tamilnadu

Grades 6 - 10: (Select lessons as applicable to level)
e Tamil for Beginners Part | & Il (Reading and Writing & Grammar) by Kausalya Hart

e A Basic Tamil Reader and Grammar by K. Paramasivam and James Lindholm
e The “Jim and Raja” Conversations by K. Paramasivam and James Lindholm

16



Evaluation Methods

Unigue assessment tools are designed by the teachers to measure the outcome of learning objectives and to test students’
analytical and application skills.

Weekly tests, midterm, and semester examinations are conducted to evaluate the listening, speaking, reading and writing
abilities of students. Overall, a student is expected to maintain a minimum average of 70%.

Homework is given to make students practice what they learned in the class. Speech topics, essay/letter writing, poem learning,
and story reading are also given for homework. Higher classes are asked to do book reviews and research projects using Tamil
websites.

Three speech and reading competitions are conducted every year to help students to gain skills in public speaking. Poster
competitions are also conducted during annual day. Students are given guidance to choose a theme, do intensive research, and
come up with a quality poster. Trophies are awarded to the winning students.
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